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This session aims to situate service and volunteer work within 
the larger context of systemic poverty, and to help participants 
understand the opportunities and limits of various modalities 
of social action programming.  Participants will explore the 
large-scale systems related to poverty, as well as their root 
causes and some of the ways in which their impact is made 
visible. They will explore the various levels on which root causes 
function and will gain an understanding of how these root 
causes impact people’s lives. Through interactive workshopping, 
participants will develop game plans to create or adapt social 
action or service projects to reflect these new insights, in order 
to have an even stronger impact towards a more just world.

TO BE OF USE 

This session will explore the importance of connecting 
social justice work to one’s own personal vision and passion. 
Participants will examine several different methods of social 
change, including direct service, advocacy, and community 
organizing, and discuss the pros and cons of each method. They 
will look at how Jewish organizations have used these methods 
alone and in combination with one another. With this expansive 
understanding of what “activism” can be, and how that activism 
connects to Jewish values, participants will investigate their 
own passions and talents, and begin to develop a personal vision 
for their own ongoing social justice work. 

FROM THE PERSONAL TO THE POLITICAL 

From cohort experiences and community organizing, to our 
personal and professional connections, strong relationships are 
clearly key to advancing work for collective justice. How can 
we work to cultivate relationships that help to complicate our 
thinking, to consider perspectives outside our comfort zones, 
to resist complacency, and to live our values as fully as possible? 
In this session, participants will discuss and study a range of 
the ways that this approach can be built into programs and 
look at how to apply those methods to many different kinds of 
relationships in our lives.

WHAT’S JEWISH ABOUT JUSTICE? 

Many people know that justice is a central tenet of Judaism, but 
fewer understand why that’s the case, or how our tradition has 
inscribed this value into our religious and cultural DNA. In this 
session, participants will explore some of the sources of Jewish 
approaches to justice work and the implications of this ancient 
wisdom in the United States today. They will also be introduced 
to the history of various Jewish movements for equity, and will 
grapple with the intersections of justice values and oppressive 
perspectives in the Jewish tradition. They will gain tools to 
engage in the ongoing Jewish practice of evaluating if, how, and 
when to reframe oppressive tropes into liberatory ones.

WHY A JEWISH SOCIAL JUSTICE 
COMMUNITY?  

Why might we choose to do social justice work with a Jewish 
lens, rather than from a secular perspective? Does it matter if 
we do this work in community? Why or why not? This session 
will enable participants to explore the ways in which both the 
personal experience of activism and the efficacy of the work 
itself might be enhanced by the context of a supportive Jewish 
community. Participants will also be given space to think 
through how they might want to start or grow their own Jewish 
social justice work.

INTERSECTIONS OF JUSTICE

Intersectionality—a theory for understanding how gender, 
national identity, and other statuses can compound the 
impact of oppression—has become a popular and useful tool 
of analysis in activism and social justice. Jewish tradition and 
text also offer a similar model for understanding the necessity 
of a systemic approach to fighting inequality and the ways in 
which certain classes of people are uniquely vulnerable. This 
session will combine modern and ancient wisdom to help us 
better understand how to create a more just world today. It 
will utilize a range of traditional Jewish texts, as well as data 
about poverty in the United States, to help us explore how we 
can best understand the complexities of poverty, including 
the way race, gender, age, national origin, ability and sexual 
identity can come into play. Participants will walk away with 
the perspective necessary to bring these ideas into their work—
both programmatically and strategically.            : @weareavodah      : @avodah    avodah.net

for more information about workshops and 
trainings from avodah, please contact rabbi 
danya ruttenberg at druttenberg@avodah.net

These workshops can be given in person, as 
one or a series of evenings, a full or half day, 
or as a series of webinars. We can tailor the 
workshop to your community’s educational 
needs and time constraints. Each unit is 
independent and can be combined with other 
units to make a full curriculum or series. 


